“The Board” Bible Study


Leader Preparation

View The Board

Pray for God to prepare you and the hearts of those who view The Board

Invite people to see the movie and have a discussion

Enlist others to pray

Prepare your equipment (DVD player, TV, audio system)

Prepare a snack or meal

Prepare your supplies 

(Give away Bibles, tracts, handouts, Bible study questions, extra copies of “The Board”)

Purpose of this Study

That each participant will…

1) 

Seriously consider his danger – that we are condemned to hell because of our sin 

2) 

Seriously consider his opportunity – that salvation is available through repentance and faith.

3)
Realize the urgency of his situation and come to saving faith in Christ

Getting Started
Discussion Starters
Have everyone pair up and share a favorite memory.  

Ask what makes that memory so special?

Have everyone share an embarrassing or funny memory.  

How did that make you feel at the time?

“Have you ever done something that your conscience told you not to do?  Tell us what happened.”

“How do you feel when you obey your conscience? Disobey?”

Introduction
It’s amazing how God has created us with a body, which we can touch and look at; as well as other parts, which we cannot see, like our memory and conscience.  Each of us also has a mind, emotions, will, and a heart. I’d like to show you a movie called “The Board,” which is a fantasy that depicts how these parts of our soul interact with each other.  In this movie, a person’s soul is represented by a 6-member board of directors.  In the board room they discuss and vote on seemingly mundane events until a co-worker poses a dilemma that has eternal consequences.  Finally, the board wrestles with the ultimate decision that every one of us must make.  In the end, we’ll see the reality of how God speaks to our own soul as we consider our eternal destinies.
Show the movie: (31:45)

Attention Getters - Trivia Questions – to see how well you were listening - give candy prizes
What are the names of the board members?  

(Mr. Mind, Mr. Emotion, Mr. Will, Mr. Memory, Mr. Conscience and Mr. Heart)

What were the names of their two co-workers?  Ray and Rachel

Develop some other questions of your choosing.

This movie helps us consider some Bad News and some Good News
I.
The bad news is that we are all in serious danger!

Three things demonstrate why we are in danger…

A.
The Bible says no one is a good person
Ray pointed that out and it was a surprise to the board.  

At first Mr. Heart disagreed and insisted, “But we do good things” 

The Bible says…

Romans 3:12 “There is none who does good, no, not one.”

Matt. 19:17, Mark 10:18, and Luke 18:19 Jesus said, “No one is good but One, that is God.”

Isaiah 64:6 “And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags…”

Ask:  According to these verses, who is good?  Answer:  No one but God

B.
The Bible says everyone has broken God’s laws

God’s laws are the Ten Commandments

Ray showed him that he had broken several of the Ten Commandments.

Have you violated any of the Ten Commandments?  Lied?  Stolen?  Dishonored parents?

Our conscience tells us that we have.
Share an example of how you have broken one of the commandments.
The Bible says… 


I John 3:4 “Everyone who sins breaks the law, in fact sin is lawlessness.”
Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

I John 1:10 “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

1.
Size of sins doesn’t matter
Mr. Conscience said they may have taken a few things but that didn’t make them a thief. 

Ask:  What was Mr. Mind's response? 

Answer: How many murders do you have to commit before you are a murderer?

James 2:10 “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”
2.
Good will not outweigh the bad

Mr. Heart and Mr. Will make the defense that these are all trivial sins and that our good works outweigh the bad. What does the Bible say? 

Titus 3:5 “not by works of righteousness we have done but according to His mercy He saved us”
Numbers 14:18 “…but He by no means clears the guilty,…”
C.
The Bible says we are all condemned

Mr. Conscience pointed out that we are guilty of breaking God’s laws and will face judgment.

Mr. Will was insulted by the thought that God would send anyone to hell

The Bible says…


Acts 17:31 God “has appointed a day on which He will judge the world…”


John 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already”


Ask:  But why would a good God have to punish our sin?  What if we are sorry for our sin?


Answer:  A good God must punish sin


Answer:  What earthly judge would let a murderer go free just because he was remorseful?
The Bible says…


Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


Rev. 21:8 “But...unbelieving…murderers, sexually immoral…idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

Life is short!  10 out of 10 people die!  We don’t know that we have another day!

Ask:  Does it concern you that if God judged you using the Ten Commandments you would go to hell?  It should concern us!

II.
The Good News is that we can be saved from hell 


A.
Repent of your sins



Repentance means a change of mind which leads to a change in life direction.



The Bible says…


2 Cor. 7:10 “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted…”


B.
Believe that Christ died for your sins and was raised from the dead

1 Timothy 1:15 Paul said “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”


Jesus paid our fine when he died on the cross!



The Bible calls that salvation.
But salvation is a gift, which must be received.  Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

The Bible says…

Romans 10:9-10 “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Look again at Titus 3:5 “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior.”

Share your personal testimony of salvation
III.
Summary

You and I have broken God’s law (the Ten Commandments) but Jesus paid our fine.  That means that God can legally dismiss our case.  We can leave the courtroom on the Day of Judgment because Jesus paid our fine with His life, but the decision is up to us.  

Does that make sense?

Stress the urgency! People die every day.  We must not delay!

2 Cor. 6:2b “Behold, now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.”

IV.
Conclusion (5:00)
Ask if anyone has questions – discuss answers or commit to find out answers to difficult questions.

V.
Wrap-up

Distribute Bibles to anyone who needs one. 

Find out who would like their own copy of “The Board.”

Offer to talk individually with those who have further questions.

Pray for those who you believe to be unsaved.

Go to www.ebethesda.org/theboardfeedback to report how your Bible study turned out

Order additional copies of “The Board” at www.ebethesda.org/store
“The Board” Bible Study

The Bad News and Good News

I.
The bad news is that we are in serious __________________

A.
The Bible says no one is a ____________ person

The Bible says…

Romans 3:12 “There is none who does good, no, not one.”

Matt. 19:17, Mark 10:18, and Luke 18:19 Jesus said, “No one is good but One, that is God.”

Isaiah 64:6 “And all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags…”

B.
The Bible says everyone has broken God’s _____________

The Bible says… 


I John 3:4 “Everyone who sins breaks the law, in fact sin is lawlessness.”
Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

I John 1:10 “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”

1.
__________ of sin doesn’t matter

James 2:10 “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”
2.
Good will not _____________ the bad

The Bible says…
Titus 3:5 “not by works of righteousness we have done…”

Numbers 14:18 “…but He by no means clears the guilty,…”
C.
The Bible says we are all _____________________

The Bible says…


Acts 17:31 God “has appointed a day on which He will judge the world…”


John 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already”


Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


Rev. 21:8 “But...unbelieving…murderers, sexually immoral…idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

II.
The Good News is that we can be _____________ from _____________ 


A.
_________________ of your sins


Repentance means ________________________________________________________



The Bible says…


2 Cor. 7:10 “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted…”


B.
_________________ that Christ died for your sins and was raised from the dead


The Bible says…


1 Timothy 1:15 Paul said “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”

Romans 6:23 “The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

Romans 10:9-10 “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Titus 3:5 “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior.”

III.
Summary

You and I have broken God’s law (the Ten Commandments) but Jesus paid our fine.  That means that God can legally dismiss our case.  We can leave the courtroom on the Day of Judgment because Jesus paid our fine with His life, but the decision is up to us.

2 Cor. 6:2b “Behold, now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.”

To order your copy of “The Board” go to http://www.boardmovie.com
